Comparison of the periodontal treatment needs of normal and handicapped children in Lagos.
The periodontal treatment needs of normal children and those who have mental and multiple handicaps are compared. There were 7.8% handicapped children who did not require any periodontal treatment compared with 1.5% of normal children. Similarly, a higher proportion of normal children (78.6%) compared with 59.4% of handicapped children needed professional oral prophylaxis and oral hygiene education. It was also found from the study that there was a greater need for professional oral prophylaxis in normal children and handicapped children living in institutions than in handicapped children staying with their parents at home. It was concluded that both normal and handicapped children require supervised oral hygiene measures till effective oral hygiene habit is established.